
[image: image1.wmf] 


Hendry County Extension 

PO Box 68 LaBelle, Florida 33975-0068

Phone (863) 674-4092                                                                                                                                        


                                                                                      

January 14, 2008
The strong cold front which moved through the area just after New Years dropped temperatures below freezing for several hours in many west coast locations while east coast areas remained above freezing.  Strong winds prevented frost formation and most fields with the exception of those few remaining fields in the Manatee Ruskin area and some interior west central production areas were spared catastrophic damage.  
Around Southwest Florida, the extent of damage varies widely between farms and even between fields on the same farm.   For tomatoes, generally anything that had not set fruit came through pretty well.  In many places tomatoes between 2nd and 3rd tie were hit pretty hard with lots of bloom drop and fruit injury.  Tomatoes between 3rd tie and first pick were also damaged in places but for the most part the crown pick is okay and maybe some second pick okay.  Plants that had been picked and opened up are pretty much over now.  
FAWN Weather Summary

	Date
	Air Temp °F
	Rainfall
	Ave Relative Humidity
	ET (Inches/Day)

	
	Min
	Max
	(Inches)
	(Percent)
	(Average)

	Balm
	
	
	
	
	

	12/14/07 – 1/14/08
	27.35
	83.25
	0.57
	73
	0.06

	Belle Glade
	
	
	
	
	

	12/14/07 – 1/14/08
	36.57
	83.71
	0.22
	78
	0.06

	Clewiston
	
	
	
	
	

	12/14/07 – 1/14/08
	31.23
	85.37
	1.32
	76
	0.06

	Ft Lauderdale
	
	
	
	
	

	12/14/07 – 1/14/08
	37.21
	83.21
	0.47
	77
	0.07

	Fort Pierce
	
	
	
	
	

	12/14/07 – 1/14/08
	33.99
	83.07
	2.42
	81
	0.06

	Homestead
	
	
	
	
	

	12/14/07 – 1/14/08
	33.99
	83.07
	2.42
	81
	0.06

	Immokalee
	
	
	
	
	

	12/14/07 – 1/14/08
	33.12
	84.56
	0.71
	75
	0.06
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There are some tomatoes between 2nd tie and 4th tie around that are almost untouched with just some minor wind glazing.  In general pepper faired much better but the wind took out most blooms and scarred many fruit.  Young watermelons look rough from the wind but will be okay.  Potatoes in some places got the top 20-30% burned off.  

Growers and scouts in other areas report widespread wind damage especially to sensitive crops like beans, squash tomatoes and others from the extended period of cold wind that accompanied the front.  Strawberry producers in the Plant City report some damage but for the most part used overhead irrigation to protect plants.
Scattered showers, foggy morning and heavy dews before and after the freeze has kept disease active in a number of areas.

Growers harvested heavily in advance of the cold.   Harvesting of most vegetables has resumed with snap beans, cabbage, cucumbers, eggplant, lettuce, pepper, squash, sweet corn, tomatoes, watermelon and various specialty items coming to market.  Some reduction in quality and higher culls associated with weather related injury has been reported.
The short-term forecast from the National Weather Service in Miami indicates that the cold front which moved across south Florida yesterday will cool things back down with highs in the 70’s.  Lows will be in the mid to upper 30’s Monday and Tuesday night with some patchy frost possible over the northwest interior areas for Monday night. Towards the middle to end of the week, low pressure developing in the western gulf of Mexico Wednesday night will move northeast through north Florida Thursday night.
This will bring a cold front through south Florida Thursday night into early Friday morning.  Ahead of the front, the winds will blow from the south allowing for tropical moisture to work into the area from Wednesday night through Thursday evening bringing a chance of showers and thunderstorms into the forecast for Wednesday night into Thursday. 
Next weekend will depend on the location and the strength of the low pressure with cooler drier air working into the area due to the northerly winds behind the low.  For additional information, visit the National Weather Service in Miami website at  http://www.srh.noaa.gov/mfl/newpage/index.html
Insects

Whiteflies
Around Immokalee, growers and scouts report that whiteflies population appeared to have been little affected by the recent cold and are numbers are increasing in most places although counts vary widely from a few to as many as 20 per plant.   Scouts have noted that whiteflies seem to be concentrating on remaining green foliage.
Respondents in the Manatee Ruskin area, reports that although most of the crops are gone there are still a lot of whitefly adults on green vegetation on surviving weeds. 

For current management recommendations – see Management of Whiteflies, Whitefly-Vectored Plant Virus, and Insecticide Resistance for Vegetable Production in Southern Florida - http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/IN695 
Leafminer
Growers in the Glades report leafminer activity is rebounding following the past weeks cold weather.  
Respondents around Immokalee report that although leafminers slowed down for a few days after last weeks cold weather they are making a comeback and scouts are seeing elevated numbers since the freeze and report that they are finding stippling on new plants that went out after the freeze.   
Reports from Manatee County indicate that leafminer pressure is still heavy in crops protected from the freeze.
Leafminers are active in Homestead and are reported to be causing problems in tomatoes, squash and other crops.

Worms

Around Southwest Florida, worms are still around but pressure is fairly low following last weeks cold with the exception of pickle worm which is causing problems in squash.  Although pressure is done there have been reports of new armyworm egg masses since the freeze.   
Aphids

Growers and scouts around Immokalee report that aphids are present and have required treatment in places.  
Producers of leafy brassicas are reporting problems with cabbage aphids in Devils Garden and the Glades.

Cabbage aphids (Brevicoryne brassicae) are found through out the US and are common pests of cole crops in Florida.  Cabbage aphids are green gray with a white, waxy coating and commonly occur in dense colonies. They prefer to feed on the youngest leaves and flowering parts and are often found deep within the heads of cabbages and other brassicas. The aphid has a simple life cycle with adult females giving birth to live offspring throughout the year. Both winged and wingless adults occur. The aphid does not infest non-cruciferous crops but can survive on related weedy brassicas when cole crops are not present. 

Cabbage aphids do not normally affect seedlings but build up after thinning or transplanting. Yellow patches may appear on the foliage of infested plants.  Large colonies can stunt or kill small plants, but the most serious problem is contamination of the harvested crop. Dense populations cause leaves to curl around them, making them harder to reach with pesticide applications.

Cultural practices and biological control agents can reduce aphid infestations and delay or prevent the need for pesticide use. 

Cabbage aphids have many natural enemies and these can sometimes control low populations; however, short crop life, use of pesticides for other pests, the tendency for the aphids to be deep within the head, and various other factors make it difficult for natural enemies to keep rapidly rising aphid populations from reaching economic levels. Important natural enemies include lady beetles, syrphid fly larvae, fungal diseases, and parasitic wasps.  

Most fields require at least one insecticide application against aphids at preheading. If applications can be delayed until just prior to head formation, growers will benefit from reduced expense and maintain the natural enemies that will keep aphids and other pests, including worms, below economically damaging levels. 

Organic producers will need to rely on biological and cultural control techniques, as well as sprays of insecticidal soap and other approved materials.  Destroy crop debris after harvest and remove or control alternate hosts, including mustards and related weeds, around field borders.

It is important to scout fields regularly preferably each field at least twice a week. Sample upwind field borders and edges next to other crucifers first; this is where aphids tend to appear first. If no aphids are found, you may not need to take field samples. Take field samples in a zigzag pattern. Remember to check all quadrants of the field because aphid populations are often clumped. 

Thrips
Around Plant City, respondents are reporting unusually high thrips pressure on strawberry.
Respondents in Southwest Florida reports seeing some flights of thrips recently but over all numbers remain low in pepper and tomato.
Broad Mites
Growers and scouts in Southwest Florida report that broadmites are still present in pepper but pressure has dropped off. 
Spider Mites

Some spider mites in mostly low numbers are present around Southwest Florida. 
Pepper Weevils
Around Immokalee, pepper weevils are around in mostly low numbers but are established and causing problems in some locations. 
Diseases 

Bacterial Spot
Around Southwest Florida, bacterial spot is present in both tomato and pepper and is moving up the canopy in some places following recent foggy mornings.  Incidence is variable depending on location.
Respondents in Homestead report that bacterial spot on tomato was pretty bad before the cold weather but has begun to dry out since then.  
Target Spot
Growers and scouts around Immokalee report that target spot is present on tomato in a number of locations and note that incidence in severity is moderate to high in places. 
Target spot is also present ion Palm Beach.

Target Spot is the name often used for vegetable diseases caused by the fungus Corynespora cassiicola.  The name target spot derives from the ringed or bull’s eye appearance that is sometimes seen in lesions caused by C. cassiicola.

Downy Mildew 

Cucurbit producers around Southwest Florida continue to report problems with downy mildew in cucumbers and squash.
TYLCV

Reports from Manatee County indicate that tomato yellow leaf curl virus was widely present in older fields before the freeze destroyed remaining crops.  They note that it had reached 100% in many fields.

Around Southwest Florida, tomato yellow leaf curl virus is still mostly low but some new infections are being noted in young crops indicating that viruliferous adults may be on the move.
Respondents in Homestead indicate that tomato yellow leaf curl virus incidence remains relatively low.
Reports indicate that TYLCV is widespread in the Fort Pierce area.
Gummy Stem Blight

Gummy stem is present on watermelons around Immokalee.  Incidence remains low. 
Respondents in Palm Beach County report that gummy stem is present on cucumbers and squash in several locations.

Powdery Mildew

Powdery mildew is widely present in squash and cucumbers around South Florida. 

Alternaria

Growers and scouts across the area report that Alternaria is moving in on wind damage foliage in a number of locations.
Mosaic 

Mosaic is widely present on older squash around Immokalee.

Respondents in Homestead are also reporting problems with mosaic.

New Cucurbit Viruses in Florida

Over the last couple of years, the number of whitefly-transmitted viruses in some cucurbit fields has increased to almost epidemic proportions. Growers and scientists are now dealing with 3 major viruses in cucurbits, all of which are transmitted by the silverleaf whitefly, Bemisia tabaci . The host range is similar (mostly cucurbits) but the symptoms differ.
Most growers are aware of Squash Vein Yellowing Virus (SqVYV) . Symptoms of this Ipomovirus were first seen in watermelon in Florida in the mid 1980's. It is widely distributed in SW and West Central Florida and has also been reported from southern Indiana . It is probable that this virus is native to Florida . Cucurbits are hosts, especially squash and watermelon, but Momordica charantia (balsam-apple) is also a known host and potentially an excellent reservoir of SqVYV. Symptoms of SqVYV in watermelon are death of young plants, death of vines of older plants and necrosis in the fruit, especially just inside the rind. This virus is the cause of watermelon vine decline (WVD) which Florida watermelon growers have been battling since 2003. Trials for resistance to SqVYV are being conducted by grafting watermelon germplasm onto gourd rootstock and evaluating the watermelon scions for symptoms. Several potential sources of resistance in wild type watermelons have been identified. Also being evaluated are insecticides and use of silver plastic mulch to manage SWF and thus WVD. 
Cucurbit Leaf Crumple Virus (CuLCrV) is a begomovirus first seen in Florida in 2006 in squash. At the same time it was found in grafted watermelon transplants received in Georgia from the Western U.S. Known hosts include tobacco and bean. Like the other viruses, SqVYV and CYSDV (see below), CuLCrV is able to infect most cucurbits including watermelons, cucumbers, squash, and pumpkin.  Weed hosts are being investigated, but it is possible that balsam apple may be a host as it is in SqVYV. Initial symptoms include a chlorotic mottle pattern on foliage and crumpling of leaves. Plants which are infected early are stunted. In squash, leaves can be thickened and distorted as well as curled and crumpled. Fruit symptoms vary but severe color break was observed in yellow summer squash in 2006. 

 

Cucurbit Yellow Stunting Disorder Virus (CYSDV) was not seen in Florida until 2007. It infects melons, cucumbers, gourds and winter and summer squash. Symptoms appear first on older leaves toward the center of the plant, progressing outward along vines toward growing points. Symptoms often mimic water stress. Then a yellowing between the leaf veins appears and the leaves later turn bright yellow.  On some, small green spots develop on leaves of certain varieties. Older leaves drop as the plant's internal transport system breaks down. This virus does affect fruit quality by reducing fruit size and sugar content, plus shortening the product's shelf life. It was first identified in cucumber and melon crops in the Middle East more than 15 years ago and in cucumbers and melons in Spain about 10 years ago. In 2003-04, it was identified in Central America and the Rio Grande Valley, Texas, and 2006 in Arizona and California where it and CuLCrV caused significant yield losses. It is not known if this virus infects wild cucurbits or other uncultivated hosts. As with some other viruses, it may cause symptomless infections in some hosts. 
Management recommendations for these viruses are similar to recommendations for tomatoes and TYLCV. They include: 
· Select the most vigorous and well adapted varieties 

· When using transplants, use pathogen-free, whitefly-free transplants. Use caution when buying transplants that were produced in the western U.S. 

· Use reflective mulches 

· Treat prior to planting with nicotinoids to manage whiteflies in the field 

· Apply appropriate insecticides for whitefly control during production in the field 

· Don't plant in old established fields. Volunteers, especially cucurbits and balsam apple, can be a significant reservoir for these viruses. 

· Post-production sanitation – pull up the plastic and plow fields under. Prevent growth of volunteers or remove all volunteers 

· Maintain a host-free period between spring and fall crops 
Excerpted from UF/IFAS Vegetarian, December, 2007, for photos, go to http://www.hos.ufl.edu/vegetarian/07/December%2007/Triple%20Threat%20for%20Cucurbits.htm 
News You Can Use

A New Tomato Disorder in the Manatee-Palmetto-Ruskin Area 

A new disorder of tomato has been observed in several fields in Hillsborough and Manatee counties since 2006. 
Symptoms begin about 4 weeks after transplanting and consist of an interveinal purpling of the upper leaf surface of individual petioles that gradually spreads to the entire leaf blade.  Often, when two leaves partially overlap, the tomato purple leaf disorder (TPLD) only develops on the surfaces exposed to sunlight with the shaded leaf tissues remaining green.  No deformation or bronzing of the leaf has been observed, but afflicted leaves do appear to decline and senesce prematurely.    Based on grower observations, TPLD appears to affect grape tomatoes more than other types, although this requires further testing.  
How TPLD develops within the field remains unclear.  Based on preliminary observations, symptoms of TPLD appear to develop sporadically on individual plants throughout the field, and then increase in incidence and intensity with time.  However, these observations are anecdotal at best, emphasizing the need for more rigorous observations.  The effect of TPLD on marketable yield or post-harvest quality is also unclear.  

The cause of TPLD is unknown.  The relatively localized nature of the disorder suggests that a virus or other biological agent may be the cause of TPLD.  However, the symptoms of TPLD, especially the photosensitive nature of the disorder, are uncharacteristic of any known virus on tomato.  All testing to date have failed to detect any known virus.  However, TLPD could be caused by a novel virus or other microorganism, or due to an interaction among microorganisms.
It is also possible that TPLD is linked to crop management, the application of pesticides and surfactants or other environmental factors; or due to an interaction between these factors.  On the affected farms, the crop was routinely sprayed twice or three times per week with a variety of products (up to 5 products at a given time) mixed in a single tank.  Pesticide labels only contain basic cautions/restrictions pertaining to the most likely interactions among pesticides and surfactants. However, all possible interactions, especially when four or five formulations are tank-mixed, are not tested by the manufacturers, possibly resulting in overlooked harmful interactions. Therefore, the possibility of this occurrence needs to be tested under controlled conditions.  

As spring draws near, growers and scouts are asked to report any fields suspected of having TPLD to their local county agent or directly to Gary Vallad (gvallad@ufl.edu) or Bielinski Santos (bmsantos@ufl.edu).  Contibuted by Gary E. Vallad and Bielinski M. Santos Vegetable Plant Pathologist and Horticulturist, respectively. UF/IFAS, Gulf Coast REC.
South Florida Water Management District Happenings 

Rainfall overview: 2006 and 2007 were the driest back-to-back calendar years in South Florida since rainfall record-keeping began in 1932. The 2006-07 rainfall total of 83.63 inches District-wide displaces by nearly an inch the previous low of 84.59 inches that fell fifty years ago in 1955-56. The combined two-year total is nearly two feet less than the historical District-wide average of 104.5 inches for a typical two year period.
Lake Okeechobee: Lake Okeechobee measured 10.13 feet NGVD on Tuesday, which is 0.15 feet higher than it was on that day last week and 0.05 feet lower than it was a month ago. The current water stage is 1.98 feet lower than it was a year ago and 4.67 feet below its historical average for this time of year. The Lake Okeechobee basin received 30.71 inches of rain in 2007, approximately 67 percent of that basin's historical average, or a deficit of nearly 15 inches for the year.

District-wide, one-day-a-week landscape irrigation measures will take effect January 15.

Residents and businesses of Broward, Glades, Hendry, Martin, Miami-Dade, Monroe, Okeechobee, Palm Beach and St. Lucie counties are limited to a one-day-per-week landscape irrigation schedule with two watering windows. Odd street addresses may irrigate lawns and landscapes on Mondays between 4:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. or 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Even street addresses may irrigate lawns and landscapes on Thursdays between 4:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. or 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. Residents and businesses with more than five acres have expanded irrigation hours, between 12:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m. or 4:00 p.m. and 11:59 p.m. on their designated irrigation day.

For all locations of Lee County, other than the City of Cape Coral, the typical homeowner may choose one four-hour watering window on your designated irrigation day - either 4 a.m. to 8 a.m. or 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Because jurisdiction in certain counties is shared with other water management districts, the SFWMD has coordinated with these agencies to simplify implementation and enforcement. Residents of Orange and Osceola counties should adhere to any water restrictions set forth by the St. Johns River Water Management District. Residents of Polk, Highlands, and Charlotte counties should adhere to the water restrictions set forth by the Southwest Florida Water Management District. However, golf courses, nurseries, and agricultural users District-wide should follow SFWMD water use restrictions.
Valent Sells Orthene Insecticide Product Line to Amvac Chemical Corporation

Valent U.S.A. Corporation and AMVAC Chemical Corporation have reached a definitive agreement on AMVAC’s acquisition of Valent’s Orthene® insecticide product line which is expected to close by mid-January 2008. 
Under the agreement, AMVAC will take ownership of the assets of the Valent Orthene product line including all registrations, formulations and existing inventories of the agricultural and professional product lines, including the following:
· Orthene 75 S Insecticide

· Orthene 75 S WSP Insecticide

· Orthene 90 S Insecticide

· Orthene 97 Insecticide

· Orthene PCO Pellets Insecticide

· Orthene Turf, Tree & Ornamental Spray Insecticide

· Orthene Turf, Tree & Ornamental Spray 97 Insecticide

The transfer of ownership will include proprietary formulation information, registration rights, marketing materials, certain intellectual property rights and existing inventories of Orthene.

Up Coming Meetings

Hillsborough County
January 21, 2008

DOW Strawberry/Vegetable Growers Meeting
6:00. - 8:30 PM
Strawberry Palace


    


206 E. Hwy 60 (just east of the intersection of Hwy 39 & 60)


    


Plant City, Florida

Call Alicia Whidden at 813-744-5519, ext.134 for more information. 

 



RSVP requested.
Palm Beach County

January 30, 2008
 
Tractor Safety Training (English)


9:00 - 11:00 AM
  
Belle Glade Extension Office

2975 State Road 15

Belle Glade, Florida

Call 561-996-1655 for more information. 

February 4, 2008
 
General Standards/Core Training and Test Review   8:00 AM – 10:00 AM 


Private Applicator Test Review (2 CEUs each)
      10:00AM  – 12:00 PM







  
Clayton Hutchinson Ag Center

559 N Military Trail

West Palm Beach, Florida 



Contact 561-233-1700 – select option, 1 then option 3

February 6, 2008
 
General Standards/Core Test Review   (2 CEUs)
8:00 AM – 10:00 AM 


Agricultural Row Cops  Test Review (2 CEUs)
1:00 – 3:00 PM
  
Belle Glade Extension Office

2975 State Road 15

Belle Glade, Florida

Call 561-996-1655 for more information. 

Southwest Florida

January 22, 2008

Vegetable Growers Meeting – Cucurbit Virus Update
UF/IFAS SW Florida Research and Education Center





SR 29 N





Immokalee, Florida

Contact Gene McAvoy at 863-674-4092 for details

Other Meetings

February 19-20, 2008  
SYSCO 2008
Sustainable Ag/IPM Conference & Farm Tour

        

Holiday Inn Palm Beach Airport Conference Center 

1301 Belvidere Rd., West Palm Beach FL 33405

Registration: Brooke Williams, SYSCO Quality Assurance, 281-584-2841, Fax 281-584-1240,

Co-hosted by Glades Crop Care, IPM Florida, the Southern Region IPM Center and the US EPA Pesticide Environmental Stewardship Program; co-organized by the IPM Institute of North America.
January 28-30, 2008 

Southern Weed Science Society Annual Meeting

Jacksonville, Florida

For more information, go to http://www.weedscience.msstate.edu/swss/

Websites

Quotable Quotes

A word to the wise ain't necessary, it's the stupid ones who need the advice. - Bill Cosby
Success consists of going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm. - Winston Churchill

Nobody can be so amusingly arrogant as a young man who has just discovered an old idea and thinks it is his own. - Sydney J. Harris 

The most pathetic person in the world is someone who has sight, but has no vision. -Helen Keller 
The trick is in what one emphasizes. We either make ourselves miserable, or we make ourselves happy. The amount of work is the same.  - Carlos Castaneda 

On the Lighter Side

Fast Driver

My mother has a "lead foot," so I was not surprised when a state trooper pulled us over as we were speeding through Georgia.

Hoping to get off with a warning, Mom tried to appear shocked when the trooper walked up to the car.

"I have never been stopped like this before," she said to the officer.

"What do they usually do, ma'am," he asked, "shoot the tires out?"
Buffalo Theory 

One night on Cheers, Cliff explained the" Buffalo Theory” to his buddy Norm:


"Well ya see, Norm, it's like this. A herd of buffalo can only move as fast as the slowest buffalo. And when the herd is hunted, it is the slowest and weakest ones at the back that are killed first. This natural selection is good for the herd as a whole, because the general speed and health of the whole group keeps improving by the regular killing of the weakest members. 

In much the same way, the human brain can only operate as fast as the slowest brain cells. Excessive intake of alcohol, as we know, kills brain cells. But naturally, it attacks the slowest and weakest brain cells first. In this way, regular consumption of beer eliminates the weaker brain cells, making the brain a faster and more efficient machine! 

That's why you always feel smarter after a few beers."

GOD is Busy Today

A United States Marine was attending some college courses between assignments. He had completed missions in Iraq and Afghanistan.
One of the courses had a professor who was an avowed atheist and a member of the ACLU. 

One day the professor shocked the class when he came in. He looked to the ceiling and flatly stated, “God, if you are real, then I want you to knock me off this platform.  I'll give you exactly 15 minutes.” 
The lecture room fell silent. You could hear a pin drop. Ten minutes went by and the professor proclaimed, “Here I am God. I'm still waiting.” 
It got down to the last couple of minutes when the Marine got out of his chair, went up to the professor, and cold-cocked him; knocking him off the platform. The professor was out cold. 

The Marine went back to his seat and sat there, silently. The other students were shocked and stunned and sat there looking on in silence.  The professor eventually came to, noticeably shaken, looked at the Marine and asked, 'What the heck is the matter with you? Why did you do that?' 
The Marine calmly replied, “God was too busy today protecting America's soldiers who are protecting your right to say stupid stuff and act like an idiot.  So, He sent me.” 

Wishing all the best to all of you all for 
a Happy and Prosperous New Year
Note:  The hotline is available by email.  Get the latest pest and disease updates and news in a timely fashion -the e-version is automatically sent to you as soon as it is published.

If you want to switch over just drop me an email and help save a tree.


Contributors include: Joel Allingham/AgriCare, Inc, Bruce Corbitt/West Coast Tomato Growers, Dr. Phyllis Gilreath/Manatee County Extension, Michael Hare/Drip Tape Solutions, Fred Heald/Farmers Supply, Sarah Hornsby/AgCropCon, Cecil Howell/Taylor &Fulton, Loren Horsman/Glades Crop Care, Bruce Johnson/General Crop Management, Dr. Mary Lamberts/Miami-Dade County Extension, Leon Lucas/Glades Crop Care, Bob Mathews, Glades Crop Care, Mark Mossler/UF/IFAS Pesticide Information Office, Gene McAvoy/Hendry County Extension, Alice McGhee/Thomas Produce, Jimmy Morales/Pro Source One, Dr.Gregg Nuessly/EREC Chuck Obern/C&B Farm, Teresa Olczyk/ Miami-Dade County Extension, Dr. Aaron Palmateer/TREC, Dr. Ken Pernezny/EREC, Dr. Rick Raid/ EREC, Dr Ron Rice/Palm Beach County Extension, Dr Pam Roberts/SWFREC, Dr. Nancy Roe/Farming Systems Research, Wes Roan/6 L's, Dr. Dak Seal/ TREC, Kevin Seitzinger/Gargiulo, Jay Shivler/ C&B Farm, Ken Shuler/Stephen’s Produce, Ed Skvarch/St Lucie County Extension, John Stanford/Thomas Produce, Mike Stanford/MED Farms, Dr. Phil Stansly/SWFREC, , Mark Verbeck/GulfCoast Ag, and Alicia Whidden/Hillsborough County Extension.

The South Florida Pest and Disease Hotline is compiled by Gene McAvoy and is issued on a biweekly basis by the Hendry County Cooperative Extension Office as a service to the vegetable industry.

Gene McAvoy

County Extension Director / Extension Agent III

Regional Specialized Agent - Vegetables/Ornamental Horticulture

Hendry County Extension Office



863-674-4092 phone


PO Box 68






2863-673-5939 mobile  - Nextel 159*114449*
LaBelle, Florida 33975




863-674-4097 fax

Web: http://hchort.ifas.ufl.edu/



GMcAvoy@ifas.ufl.edu
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SIPCAM AGRO USA


Phone 1-800-295-0733 or 770-587-1032


Cell 678-576-4549


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sipcamagrousa.com" ��www.sipcamagrousa.com�


 � HYPERLINK "mailto:Lrhopkins3@aol.com" ��Lrhopkins3@aol.com�
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Robert Murray


Wedgworth’s Inc


Big W Brand Fertilizer


Phone 561-996-2076   Cell 239-707-2272  





Thomas Produce Company


Of South Florida


Grower and Shippers of Quality Vegetables


9905 Clint Moore Road


Boca Raton, Florida 33496





Fred Heald


Farmers Supply Inc


710 Broward Street


Immokalee, FL 34142


Phone 239-657-8254  Fax 239-657-2005





BioSafe Systems LLC





Wes Mathis


Triangle Chemical Company


2821 Old State Road 8


Venus, Florida 33960


Toll Free 866-893-7848  Cell 863-673-2892





Mark Myers


Agriliance/ProSource One


Immokalee, Florida


Phone 239-657-8374  Mobile 239-253-6631


E-mail: � HYPERLINK "mailto:memyers@agriliance.com" ��memyers@agriliance.com� 





Gargiulo


Growers Shippers Importers Exporters


David Pensabene: Production Manager


Naples Operations 


Phone 239-353-0300   Fax 239-353-3407





Ed Early


Dupont Agricultural Products


5100 South Cleveland Avenue


Fort Myers, Florida 33907


Phone 239-332-1467  Mobile 239-994-8594





Luis Hansen   305.793.9206





Sim NiFong  


863.441.1057





Jay Hallaron





Chemtura Corporation





321-231-2277 cell   407-256-4667 cell


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jay_hallaron@cromptoncorp.com" ��jay_hallaron@cromptoncorp.com� 
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Glades Crop Care, Inc.


Leaders in Crop Health
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Charlie  Mellinger, Ph.D.


Phone 561-746-3740   Fax 561-746-3775





Rachel Walters�Bayer CropScience


32871 Washington Loop Road


Punta Gorda, FL  33982


Phone 941-575-5149   Cell 239-707-1198





Farmer Mikes LLC
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15960 CR 858


Immokalee, Fl 34142


Office 239-658-0592    Fax 239-658-0593





Glen Kaufman�Paramount Seeds, Inc.


PO Box 1866


Palm City, Florida 34991


Phone 772-221-0653   Fax 772-221-0102





OmniLytics - AgriPhage 


Safe Natural Effective


Vegetable Bacteria Control 


Brett Jackman 801-541-4244


Aaron Johnson 801-746-3461





Jim Cartwright


Syngenta Crop Protection


PO Box  960639


Miami, FL 33296


Office 305-3800492  Cell 305-439-5968





PRODUCTION SOILS LLC


A Superior Alternative To Compost


 �      Sam Hipp                   954-296-9203





Scott Allison


DIAMOND R FERTILIZER 


1155 Commerce Drive


LaBelle, Florida 33935


Phone 863-675-3700   Cell 239-851-0613





Chip Giles


Dow AgroSciences LLC


 


Phone 239-707-0197


AgNet 158*17*15098





John Frieden


Abacus (Abemectin)


Rotam USA LLC


Valdosta, Georgia 31602


Office 229-253-1646  � HYPERLINK "mailto:johnfr@rotam.com" ��johnfr@rotam.com� 
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C & B Farm


CR 835 


Clewiston, FL 33415


Office 863-983-8269	Fax 863-983-8030


Cell 239-250-0551





Sarah Hornsby, CCA


Agricultural Crop Consulting, Inc


Scouting: Manatee, Hillsborough, Collier


Office/Fax 941-776-1122   


Cell 941-713-6116


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:AgCropCon@aol.com" ��AgCropCon@aol.com�  
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Vegetable Pest/Disease Control


Darrell Thorpe		352-483-6569


Jerry Dukes	            941-524-1312
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BASF Corporation


1502 53rd Avenue �Vero Beach, Florida 32966 


Office 772-778-4646   AGNET 21726       


w.garry.gibson@basf.com





Jack E Kilgore II


Chemical Dynamics


“Our business is to help you grow”


7150 E Brentwood Road


Fort Myers, Florida 33919


Cell 239-707-7677  Nextel: 158*17*24422





Dan Brunetti


KeyPlex Products


Morse Enterprises Limited Inc


151 SE 15th Road


Miami, Florida 33129


800-433-7017  305-577-0692 fax





Donald Allen


AGLIME SALES INC


1375 Thornburg Road 


Babson Park, Florida 33827-9549


Office 863-638-1481   Fax 863-638-2312 Mobil 863-287-2925





Bart Hoopingarner


UPI- formerly Cerexagri


3605 162 Ave E


Parrish, FL 34219


Cell 941-737-7444	Fax 941-776-1844


� HYPERLINK "mailto:bart.hoopingarner@uniphos.com" ��bart.hoopingarner@uniphos.com� 
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Jamerson Farms





Growers, Packers and Shippers of Florida’s Finest Vegetables


Phone 239-229-5734	Fax 239-368-0969
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KAC Agricultural Research 


Scouting, Consulting 


Research


 386-736-0098 work   386-527-1124 cell


� HYPERLINK "mailto:HDYONCE@msn.com" ��HDYONCE@msn.com� 





OxiDate®  


TerraClean® 


StorOx®
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AgraQuest Inc 





Steve Melchert


Eastern Divisional Manager


239-633-2403 cell





Richard Roles 


Roles Marketing International 


Distributors of Agrigro and Super Cal  10% Calcium


� HYPERLINK "mailto:RICHARD@RMIINT.COM" �richard@rmiint.com�  � HYPERLINK "http://www.rmiint.com" ��www.rmiint.com�


Cell 561-644-3511
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